
Diagnosis of the Independent Baptist
Movement
The Independent Baptist Movement (IBM) is a loosely connected network
of churches that share a common commitment to the doctrines of biblical
inerrancy, the authority of the local church, and the separation of church
and state. The IBM traces its roots to the early 19th century, and it has
grown to become one of the largest and most influential evangelical
movements in the United States.

In recent years, the IBM has come under increasing scrutiny due to its
conservative theology and its alleged involvement in political extremism.
Some critics argue that the IBM is a breeding ground for intolerance and
bigotry, while others question the movement's commitment to the
separation of church and state.

This book offers a comprehensive diagnosis of the IBM. It examines the
movement's history, theology, and ecclesiology, and it assesses the
movement's impact on American society. The book concludes by offering a
number of recommendations for how to address the challenges facing the
IBM.
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The IBM emerged out of the Second Great Awakening, a period of religious
revival that swept across the United States in the early 19th century. The
movement's founders were a group of independent-minded ministers who
rejected the authority of the established churches. They believed that the
Bible was the sole authority for faith and practice, and they argued that
churches should be independent of any outside control.

The IBM grew rapidly in the 19th and 20th centuries, and it became one of
the largest and most influential evangelical movements in the United
States. The movement's growth was fueled by a number of factors,
including the rise of fundamentalism, the growth of the suburbs, and the
decline of mainline Protestantism.

The IBM is a theologically conservative movement. The movement's
members believe in the inerrancy of the Bible, the authority of the local
church, and the separation of church and state. They also hold to a number
of other conservative theological beliefs, such as the premillennial return of
Christ and the eternal punishment of the wicked.

The IBM's theology has been shaped by a number of factors, including the
influence of fundamentalism, the dispensationalist movement, and the
writings of John Calvin. The movement's theology is also reflected in its
worship style, which is typically characterized by a strong emphasis on
preaching, singing, and prayer.
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The IBM is a congregationalist movement. The movement's churches are
independent of any outside control, and they are governed by their own
members. The IBM's ecclesiology is based on the belief that the local
church is the highest authority in matters of faith and practice.

The IBM's ecclesiology has a number of implications for the movement's
church life. For example, the movement's churches are typically very
autonomous, and they are free to set their own policies and procedures.
The IBM's ecclesiology also leads to a strong emphasis on lay leadership,
and it gives women a significant role in the church.

The IBM has had a significant impact on American society. The
movement's churches have provided a home for millions of Americans, and
they have played a major role in shaping the country's religious landscape.
The IBM has also been active in politics, and its members have been
involved in a number of social and cultural issues.

The IBM's impact on American society has been both positive and
negative. The movement's churches have provided a sense of community
for many Americans, and they have helped to spread the Christian faith.
However, the IBM has also been criticized for its conservative theology and
its alleged involvement in political extremism.

The IBM is facing a number of challenges, including the decline of mainline
Protestantism, the rise of secularism, and the growing diversity of the
American population. The movement is also struggling to address the issue
of sexual abuse within its churches.

These challenges are significant, but they are not insurmountable. The IBM
has a long history of adapting to change, and it is likely that the movement



will find ways to overcome these challenges.

This book concludes by offering a number of recommendations for how to
address the challenges facing the IBM. These recommendations include:

The movement should continue to emphasize its commitment to
biblical inerrancy and the authority of the local church. These
beliefs are the foundation of the IBM, and they provide the movement
with a strong sense of identity.

The movement should work to develop a more inclusive theology.
The IBM's conservative theology has led to a number of social and
cultural divisions. The movement needs to find ways to reach out to
people who do not share its beliefs.

The movement should address the issue of sexual abuse within
its churches. Sexual abuse is a serious problem that has damaged
the reputation of the IBM. The movement needs to take steps to
prevent abuse from occurring in the future.

The movement should work to build bridges with other Christian
denominations. The IBM has a history of isolationism. The movement
needs to reach out to other denominations and build relationships with
them.

The movement should continue to be involved in politics. The IBM
has a responsibility to speak out on issues that affect the nation. The
movement should use its political voice to promote its values and to
make a difference in the world.

The IBM is a complex and multifaceted movement. The movement has a
long history, and it has had a significant impact on American society.



However, the movement is also facing a number of challenges. If the IBM is
to continue to thrive, it will need to address these challenges and adapt to
the changing needs of the world.
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