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Nestled amidst the sun-drenched shores of the Adriatic Sea and the
verdant landscapes of its interior, Croatia boasts a rich and storied
winemaking tradition that dates back centuries. From the rolling hills of
Istria to the picturesque Dalmatian coast, the country's diverse terrain and
microclimates have given rise to an array of captivating wine regions, each
with its own unique character and contributions to the Croatian wine story.

A Tapestry of Regions: A Croatian Wine Landscape

Istria: A peninsula in the northwest of Croatia, Istria is renowned for its
Malvasia, Teran, and Borgonja varieties. The region's cool climate and
limestone-rich soils impart a distinctive minerality and elegance to its
wines.

Kvarner: Located on the northern Adriatic coast, Kvarner is home to
the aromatic Žlahtina grape, known for its lively acidity and floral notes.
The region's vineyards thrive in the shelter of the Velebit Mountains.

Dalmatia: The long and rugged Dalmatian coast is a haven for
winemaking, with vineyards perched on sun-drenched slopes
overlooking the sea. The region is famous for its Plavac Mali, a robust
red grape variety, as well as white varieties like Pošip and Crljenak.

Pelješac: A peninsula in southern Dalmatia, Pelješac is known for its
Dingač, a powerful red wine made from the Plavac Mali grape. The
region's rocky terrain and Mediterranean climate create ideal
conditions for this exceptional wine.

Hvar: An island in the Adriatic Sea, Hvar is home to the fragrant
Bogdanuša grape variety, which produces a unique white wine with
notes of honey and apricot. The island's vineyards are nestled among
lavender fields and olive groves.



Grapes of Croatian Distinction

The Croatian wine landscape is a tapestry woven from a diverse tapestry of
native and international grape varieties. Among these, several stand out as
emblems of Croatian winemaking.

Malvasia Istriana: A native white grape variety, Malvasia Istriana is
the backbone of Istrian winemaking. It produces aromatic wines with
notes of peach, apricot, and honey.

Teran: Another native Croatian variety, Teran is a robust red grape
grown in Istria. Its wines are known for their intense color, rich tannins,
and notes of blackberries and dried fruit.
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Žlahtina: A white grape variety grown in Kvarner, Žlahtina produces
lively, aromatic wines with a distinctive floral character and a hint of
salinity.

Plavac Mali: The most widely planted red grape in Croatia, Plavac
Mali is the foundation of Dalmatian winemaking. Its wines are full-
bodied and robust, with flavors of dark berries, spices, and chocolate.

Pošip: A native Croatian white grape variety, Pošip is grown on the
Pelješac peninsula. Its wines are known for their elegance, minerality,
and notes of citrus and stone fruit.

A Wine Journey Through Time

The history of Croatian winemaking is intertwined with the country's rich
cultural heritage, dating back to the ancient Greeks and Romans who
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planted vineyards along the Adriatic coast. The cultivation of vines
flourished during the Middle Ages, with monasteries playing a pivotal role in
preserving and developing winemaking techniques.

In the 19th century, Croatian winemaking underwent a transformation, with
the of new grape varieties and the adoption of modern vinification methods.
This period saw the rise of renowned wine regions like Istria and Dalmatia,
which established Croatia's reputation as a producer of fine wines.

The Modern Croatian Wine Renaissance

Following Croatia's independence in 1991, the country's wine industry
experienced a resurgence, marked by a renewed appreciation for
traditional varieties and a focus on sustainable viticulture. Croatian
winemakers are now producing a diverse range of wines that showcase the
unique character of the country's diverse regions and grape varieties.

Today, Croatian wines are gaining international recognition for their
exceptional quality and authenticity. They are found on the wine lists of top
restaurants around the world and are increasingly being sought after by
wine enthusiasts who appreciate the rich history, diverse grapes, and
captivating regions that make Croatian winemaking a truly remarkable
experience.
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