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Maxillofacial osteomyelitis is a challenging and potentially devastating
infection of the bones of the face and jaws. It can affect individuals of all
ages, but it is most common in adults between the ages of 20 and 50. The
infection can be caused by a variety of bacteria, including Staphylococcus
aureus, Streptococcus pneumoniae, and Haemophilus influenzae.

Causes and Risk Factors

Maxillofacial osteomyelitis can be caused by a variety of factors, including:

Dental infections

Trauma to the face or jaws

Surgery on the face or jaws

Diabetes

Immunosuppression

Symptoms

The symptoms of maxillofacial osteomyelitis can vary depending on the
severity of the infection. Common symptoms include:

Pain in the face or jaws
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Swelling of the face or jaws

Redness and warmth of the skin over the affected area

Pus or drainage from the affected area

Fever

Chills

Diagnosis

The diagnosis of maxillofacial osteomyelitis is based on the patient's
history, physical examination, and imaging studies. Imaging studies, such
as X-rays, CT scans, and MRI scans, can help to identify the extent of the
infection and to rule out other conditions.

Treatment

The treatment of maxillofacial osteomyelitis typically involves a combination
of antibiotics and surgery. Antibiotics are used to kill the bacteria that are
causing the infection, while surgery is used to remove any dead or infected
bone. In some cases, hyperbaric oxygen therapy may also be used to help
promote healing.

Prognosis

The prognosis for maxillofacial osteomyelitis depends on the severity of the
infection and the patient's overall health. With early diagnosis and
treatment, most patients make a full recovery. However, in some cases, the
infection can lead to permanent damage to the bones of the face and jaws.

Maxillofacial osteomyelitis is a serious infection that can have a significant
impact on the patient's health and well-being. Early diagnosis and



treatment are essential to preventing serious complications. Healthcare
professionals who are familiar with the symptoms and treatment of
maxillofacial osteomyelitis can play a vital role in improving the outcomes of
patients with this condition.
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