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Albanian Studies 35

The Albanian alphabet, with its intricate blend of borrowed and invented
characters, stands as a testament to the rich cultural and linguistic heritage
of the Albanian people. Albanian Studies 35 delves into the fascinating
history and evolution of this unique writing system, exploring its origins,
influences, and significance.
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Borrowed Beginnings: The Greek Influence

The foundations of the Albanian alphabet lie in ancient Greece. During the
Byzantine era, Albanian speakers adopted the Greek script, modifying it to
suit the needs of their language. This borrowing process resulted in the
creation of the "Arvanitika" alphabet, which is still used by some Arvanite
communities today.
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The Greek influence is evident in many of the Albanian alphabet's letters,
such as the vowels "a," "e," "i," and "o0," which retain their Greek
counterparts. However, Albanlan also mtroduced some unique sounds,
such as the "¢" and "x," which required the invention of new characters.

Invented Ingenuity: The Creation of Native Letters
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While the Albanian alphabet borrowed heavily from Greek, it also displayed
a remarkable level of native ingenuity. Albanian scholars and scribes
developed several original letters that were not present in the Greek
alphabet. These inventions were crucial for accurately representing the
distinctive sounds of the Albanian language.

One of the most notable inventions is the letter "¢," which represents the
palatal consonant [tf]. This unique character reflects the Albanian
language's complex phonology and distinguishes it from other Indo-
European languages.
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Another significant invention is the letter "x," which represents the voiceless
postalveolar fricative [f]. This character was derived from the Greek letter
"€" but adapted to the Albanian sound system.
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The Latinization Controversy and the Modern Alphabet

In the 19th century, the Albanian alphabet underwent a period of intense
debate and reform. Some scholars argued for the adoption of a Latin
alphabet, while others advocated for the preservation of the traditional
Greek-based script.
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In 1908, the Congress of Monastir officially adopted a Latin alphabet for
Albanian, which consisted of 26 letters. This alphabet was further
standardized in 1924 and has remained the official script for the Albanian

language ever since.
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Cultural and Historical Significance
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The evolution of the Albanian alphabet is inextricably linked to the cultural
and historical development of the Albanian people. The borrowed Greek
characters reflect the influence of Byzantine Christianity and Greek cultural
hegemony in the region.

The invention of new letters, on the other hand, demonstrates the ingenuity
and linguistic independence of the Albanian people. It showcases their
ability to adapt external influences to their own unique needs and create a
written system that accurately represents their language.

Albanian Studies 35 provides a comprehensive and engaging exploration
of the Albanian alphabet, from its borrowed origins to its ingenious
inventions. Through its detailed analysis and fascinating insights, this
volume sheds light on the cultural, historical, and linguistic significance of
this unique writing system.

Whether you are a linguist, historian, or simply curious about the evolution
of languages, Albanian Studies 35 is an invaluable resource that will
deepen your understanding and appreciation of the Albanian alphabet and
the rich heritage it represents.
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